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THE WORK  OF LORD  KELVIN  IN
TELEGRAPHY AND NAVIGATION

BEING THE SECOND ' KELVIN LECTURE' AT THE
INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS,1 JANUARY 13,
1910                                            ,-

WHEN Lord Kelvin died, on December 17,1907,
he was in his eighty-fourth year. Most of you
have some personal impression of him : you
have seen him and probably heard him speak. The
younger of you have known him only as an old man,
still marvellously vigorous and alert for all his weight
of years, but none the less enfeebled by age and often
distracted by pain. To the last he retained his interest
in science, his imagination and insight, his faculty of
invention, his sympathy in other men's work. With a
fine courage he had accepted the Presidency of this
Institution for the third time, in the year of his death.
But no one who saw only the venerable figure of these
last years can realize the tremendous force, the over-
whelming vitality of mind and body that characterized
him in his prime. To be with him then was to be as it
were in the presence of a whirlwind compelling to activity
all who came within its influence. But the comparison,
apt as it is in some aspects, fails altogether in another.
A whirlwind makes no appeal to the affection, and so

1 To the original text a few sentences nave been added which are
taken from a Centenary Address on Lord Kelvin, spoken to the Philo-
sophical Society of Glasgow, October 8, 1924.